454	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
our borders." In view of the many reports concerning the
calling of reservists, including the Warsaw and Vilna dis-
tricts toward Germany, Eggeling said that this statement
puzzled him. "lanushkevich replied that, on the word of
an officer, such reports were mistaken; it was simply a case
of a false alarm here and there." ~° Eggeling was forced to
conclude that lanushkevich was attempting to mislead him,
and the historian can hardly escape the same conclusion.
While lanushkevich was perhaps within the letter of the
truth in saying- that the Tsar did not desire mobilization
on the German front, he knew that he had in his pocket -7
the Tsar's order for a mobilization of this very kind, and
that he was going to put it into effect just as soon as he
could get the necessary signatures of three other ministers.
The Tsar's signature to the mobilization ukase was not
sufficient to allow it to be ordered forthwith. In order to
maintain a check on the military authorities, Russian law
provided that the mobilization order must also be counter-
signed by the Ministers of War, Marine and Interior.28
lanushkevich therefore handed over the mobilization order
to Dobrorolski who was to get the three signatures. This
officer has left a vivid and essentially accurate account of
his part in the events of this most important day in his
life, except that he places some of the events an hour or
two too early."0 He went first to Sukhomlinov, the Minister
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